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CNY Broadband Internet Study and
Community Survey – Update 7/20/21

April 30th to July 31st, 2021

Return Address for Paper
Surveys
If your office is collecting paper
surveys on our study’s behalf, please
contact us at 315-412-5966 and we
will come and collect them.

Updated Response Totals
Responses, including incomplete surveys, as of Tuesday July 20th: 5,698
Cayuga County: 755
Cortland County: 887
Onondaga County: 2,541
Oswego County: 1,515

If you would like to mail them directly
to us, or if an individual asks where to
return them, please send the
completed paper surveys to:
Central New York Regional Planning
and Development Board
126 N. Salina St., Suite 200
Syracuse, NY 13202

Madison County Awarded a
Federal USDA ReConnect
Grant
Madison County has been awarded a
USDA ReConnect grant worth $10.1
million to connect over 7,500
households and businesses. A major
part of their grant application was
based on the broadband survey they
conducted in partnership with ECC
Technologies, following a similar
model that the CNY Broadband
Internet Survey is currently utilizing.

41%
of our goal

(Madison County completed a similar study in 2019, residents are welcome to take the
current survey)

Media Coverage
The Citizen (July 8th)–“Bottar: CNY broadband survey is critical to future improvements”
The Post Standard (July 8th) – “Tell us about your broadband access so we can bridge
CNY’s digital divide”
The Palladium Times (July 17th) – “CNY leaders urge residents to participate in
broadband survey”

Notice of Funding Opportunity
NTIA Broadband Infrastructure Program - $288 million towards the deployment of
broadband infrastructure. Applicants must include a municipality that is partnered with
a provider of fixed broadband services. Application deadline is August 17, 2021.Please
reach out to the CNY RPDB for additional information and assistance.
NTIA Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program - $1 billion towards expanding broadband
adoption on Tribal land, including deploying infrastructure in unserved areas and
programs that address the digital divide. Application deadline is September 1, 2021.
Please reach out to the CNY RPDB for additional information and assistance.
FCC Emergency Connectivity Fund Program - $7.17 billion available to schools and
libraries who apply for financial support in purchasing approved devices (laptops, Wi-Fi
hotspots, etc.) and broadband connections to serve un-met off-campus needs.
Requests can be submitted through August 13, 2021.

Serving the Counties of Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga and Oswego
www.cnyrpdb.org



mail@cnyrpdb.org

Tug Hill Commission
Broadband Webinar Series
Broadband: A Statewide Perspective –
May 12, 2021
How Can Broadband Be Delivered: The
Southern Tier Network – May 19,
2021
Technical Solutions and Things to
Consider for Broadband Expansion –
June 16, 2021

Outreach Efforts to Date
July 7th – Additional survey materials were sent to each County’s Chamber of Commerce
to help push the survey within the business community
July 8th – CNY RPDB’s Executive Director, David Bottar, submitted a guest commentary
to papers around the region highlighting the recent release of the NTIA broadband maps
and encouraging participation in our survey to build on that information. The Citizen and
The Post Standard posted the column on their website July 8 th and included it in their
paper that weekend. The Cortland Standard published the column on July 13th.
July 9th – Postcards were mailed out to nearly 20,000 residents in rural areas across the
region, encouraging their participation in the survey.
CNY RPDB staff have been working on preliminary maps of broadband infrastructure
based on ECC’s fieldwork. We will be reaching out to Town Supervisors and County
Legislators in the near future to begin discussions on existing physical gaps.

Broadband USA References

Print Advertising Dates for July

NTIA Grant Programs

The Citizen – 7/4, 7/11, 7/18
The Cortland Standard – 7/3, 7/6, 7/10, 7/13, 7/17, 7/20, 7/24, 7/27, 7/31

Past Webinars

The Post Standard – 7/11

Digital Equity Summits and Webinar
Series (New York State Library)

The Eagle News – 7/14, 7/21

NTIA Grant Programs in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of
2021 (Broadband USA)

Emergency Broadband
Benefit
Starting back on May 12th, the FCC’s
Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB)
program was launched. EBB can
provide up to $50 per month towards
broadband service for eligible
households (up to $75 per month on
qualifying Tribal lands). Please share
this link with individuals who may
qualify for this assistance.

The Palladium Times/ Valley News/ Advertiser – 7/7, 7/17

Upcoming Outreach Efforts
Encourage further postings on local group pages.
Reach out to news outlets who previously covered the survey to follow up on our
progress so far.
Begin to organize meetings with towns to discuss infrastructure gaps.

Questions to Address
Local Governments: Have you posted about the survey? Please let us know and
continue to share on your website/ social media accounts.
County Governments: Does your highway department have data on broadband
infrastructure within the highway rights-of-way? Would you be willing to provide that data
to ECC?
Do you have contact information for licensed childcare providers in your County? With
school out, we believe childcare providers as the best way to reach families during the
summer.
All: Do you know of specific bulletin boards that are active within your community?
Please let us know so we can get our flyers out where our neighbors will see them.
Please let us know of any community Facebook pages we can look to join to post about
the survey and encourage participation.
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