“Well, That’s Weird!”
How a College CGame to Own a Water Plant

Oral history: “In 1926, N. Lansing Zabriskie gave the water plant.”

But there’s more to the story, and that’s not quite how it all
happened. The Village of Aurora not only proposed the plant but
paid its share to connect.

How did residents get water before a municipal system?
Everyone had a well and a cistern.
There were also pumping systems and reservoirs that served
limited areas.

Linda S. Schwab, Ph.D., Village Historian, Aurora NY
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Pump houses (old and new) and windmill
on Henry Wells property; blueprint 1897,

boathouse view ca. 1910. A relatively new
pumping system was already in place.



ALBERT TRACY LEFFINGWELL.

Dr. Albert Leffingwell’s
diary, 1914: Village
Trustees propose a water
system, expense to be

shared with Wells College.

Pres. Macmillan: sewer
system must come first.
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Aug. 1919: the Village
moves forward,
working with State
Health Department

Feb. 1925: A contract
with Wells College




May 1925: the pace
picks up. A bond is
proposed and voted.

$27,000 in 1925 is
equivalent to about
$494,000 today.




The agreement with the
College went forward with
College Trustee Robert
Zabriskie. The contract was
awarded to Brayer Bros.

A map was prepared
(but where is it today?),
bids taken, and plans
sent to the State Water
Control Commission




But then, a complication: the Department of
Health raised a concern...



...which had earlier been corrected (a sewer plant, by NLZ).
And so it continued for almost ninety years.



The water plant proposed by the Village Board on a May evening
111 years ago tonight took eleven years to plan, approve, fund and
build. It was ten more years to final, modified approval.

It cost a lot of money, and involved two State agencies.

It took almost the entire career of Pres. K. D. Macmillan, two

countless hours from Village and College workers.

And that’s how it happened.

Linda S. Schwab, PhD.
Village Historian
Aurora NY
May 21, 2025|



