Historian’s Report, February 2026

Queries/Research: Two interesting queries were received concerning the three brick houses built
and owned by Wells College on the corner of Main St and Wells Rd (Hollcroft House) and east
on Wells Rd. (Brownell House and Eagle Cottage). Correspondent Bryan Denig send images of
two catalogs of plans for brick houses from the Common Brick Manufacturers’ Association,
Cleveland OH. The 1927 “Homes of Lasting Charm” includes both: Brownell house is the
“Wanaque” pattern and Hollcroft and Eagle Cottage are “Paola,” with individual variations (as
intended). “Paola” was also featured on the 1924 “The Home You Can Afford: Sixty-two Brick
Homes of Beauty and Economy.”

The second query concerned those who lived in Brownell House; Baldy Avery’s book has filled
in the early years.

Baldy also recorded that Hollcroft House was “built according to plans of Mrs. Hollcroft.” With
this information, it would be more accurate to say “plans chosen by” Mrs Hollcroft; design
features that she might have added are being checked with former residents. Ken Larson has
suggested that the Dean’s Cottage, now Peachtown School, might also have been from a plan
book in this series; work ongoing.

Jennifer Alexander, Supervisor of Collections at the Wyoming State Museum, called me to ask
about the Wells College Stagecoach, which had been offered to the museum in the 1920s by the
then owner. The Museum turned it down, but President Kerr Duncan Macmillan quickly
acquired it when offered. | am currently reviewing the newspaper clippings Ms. Alexander sent;
Wells’ records are obviously inaccessible.

Research: On the travels of Dr. Albert Leffingwell on which he acquired the “South Sea Islands”
artifacts and their status as cultural heritage of one or more present countries; on the Erastus Dow
Palmer bas-reliefs and sculptures owned by the Morgan family; and on how CITES might impact
the sale of College collections.

Preservation and Landmarks: | presented a brief review of laws concerning Historic Districts
and Local Landmarks to the Aurora Ledyard Historical Society. Since this information was new
to so many, | will prepare a written overview.

| prepared documentation to support the designation of 576 Main St. as a Local Landmark, citing
its significance according to Article VII of the Zoning Law.

Reporting: A copy of my Annual Report to the State Historian will follow shortly.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Schwab, PhD
Village Historian



