The C. H. Wyckoff Lakeview Farm Historic Landmark

Purpose/Recommendation: On March 4, 2026 the Community Preservation Panel voted to
recommend that the property at 576 Main, Aurora, NY be added to the list of historic landmarks
as the “C. H. Wyckoff Lakeview Farm.”

Adding this important historic landmark, which was the site of the historic Wyckoff Poultry
Farm, recognizes an important role which it played in the social and economic history of the
village. The description of the property along with its tax number is attached.

Procedure: The Zoning Law outlines the Historic Preservation Panel’s role for recommending
Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts in Article VI, Sections 705 and 706, as follows:
Designation of Village Landmarks or Historic Districts, Criteria.

«  The Panel is responsible for recommending to the Village Board of Trustees the
designation of identified structures or resources as individual landmarks, scenic
landmarks, or historic districts within the Village as provided below....

. Individual Landmark: The Panel may recommend for designation an
individual property as an individual landmark:

«  Meet one or more of the criteria

« Qualifies for inclusion on the New York State or National Registers of Historic
Places;

- Exemplifies or possesses special character, or historic or aesthetic interest of value
as part of the political, economic, or social history of the Village of Aurora;

- Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history;

- Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a type, period or method of
construction or design style, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous
materials or craftsmanship; or is representative of the work of a designer, architect
or builder;

- Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the community by virtue of
its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the community;

History and Significance: To qualify for designation as a Village Landmark, a property must
fulfill one or more of the qualities listed in Article VII of the Zoning Law. This property meets
more than one of the criteria, as well as fulfilling the basic condition of age over fifty years. Built
shortly after 1900 on a commanding rise once known as Franklin Hill (in reference to first settler
Roswell Franklin), this farm complex of house and outbuildings certainly “represents an
established and familiar visual feature of the community.”

More than that, however, it played a significant role “as part of the ... economic and social
history of the Village of Aurora.” Of special importance is the Historical Integrity of the
property, retaining the “aspects of location, design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling or



association for a property to convey its historic significance,” in this case, its role in agricultural
history.

When Charles H. Wyckoff, already a successful poultry farmer moved his poultry farm to
Aurora, he was already noted as a prominent poultryman in the United States, specializing in the
prolific, thrifty egg-laying White Leghorn, which he called “America’s Business Hen.”

Wyckoff’s work followed the best practice of its time, and is of interest today for his use of
integrated farming methods. Each brooder pen contained a peach (or other fruit) tree as an
important part of young birds’ nutrition. Leghorns are active foragers, and this method of orchard
culture, already practiced and recommended, made the most of this natural breed-specific
tendency.

Wyckoff’s attention to breeding for eggs production made his breeding stock highly prized; they
were sold not only nationally but internationally under his well-recognized name. Today, the
White Leghorn is the dominant commercial white-egg breed, thanks to Wyckoff and his
contemporaries. His was therefore a substantial role in agricultural and economic history of both
Aurora and the United States.

Finally, the house on this property which was built in 1904 is a good example of stick built
architecture. It remains in pristine condition much as it was the day it was built. Furthermore the
barns that remain on the property have not been altered since Wyckoff built them when he
moved to Aurora over a century ago.



