
What Is the Relevance of Wyckoff’s “Grandview Farm” Today?


My earlier letter went through the Village Zoning Law to show that this property 
fulfills at least four (b, c, e, f) of the conditions in Section 7.05.B.1, plus the 
qualification of age (only one condition is requires). What is its relevance today?  
Wyckoff’s methods and layout would work very well for a contemporary small 
farm flock, and some farmers and poultry keepers do study sources like “The 
Poultry Book” and Cornell agriculture bulletins of his time.


Over the last fifty years, however, poultry have been increasingly concentrated on 
factory farms of hundreds of thousands of birds that supply 98-99% of the eggs 
and chicken meat sold in stores. In reaction to this, over the last twenty years 
customers have sought out more humanely-raised birds for both eggs and meat. 
Recently, Covid created still more interest in poultry keeping as many realized that 
chickens not only provide eggs but are entertaining pets.


This is where Wyckoff’s farm finds its real contemporary relevance: in the 
hatcheries that supply various breeds of chickens to individuals. The best known 
for chickens is probably Murray McMurray Hatchery in Iowa, whose history is 
here: https://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com/history.html. Note that this hatchery 
started around the peak of Wyckoff’s renown (1917). This historical piece also 
cites the interrelationship of hatcheries with railroads, another interesting 
connection to Aurora’s economic history.


McMurray’s video tour (linked on the History page, above) shows that individual 
farms supply eggs to them for hatching. Although the breeding groups are indoors, 
they are in quarters that allow them to use natural behaviors, such as scratching for 
food. The procedures for incubating, hatching, and shipping would be recognizable 
to Wyckoff, though on a much larger scale and with more refined equipment. 

 

Following Williamsburg’s famous phrase, “that the future may learn from the 
past,” one can still draw useful contemporary lessons from Wyckoff’s Grandview 
Farm. An especially topical one deals with animal health.  Wyckoff used 
behavioral signs to monitor his birds, as the keepers of small flocks still are 
advised to do; birds that did not scratch vigorously were culled, so that he could 
maintain genetics for superior vitality. Sick or injured individuals were placed in 
the “hospital” section of the long barn for supportive care. (Some conditions can be 
and still are treated by farmers.) Isolation of sick or injured animals is still the best 
response wherever possible, whether in a designated area or improvised.

	 


https://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com/history.html


Compare this with the recent destruction of thousands of birds in response to 
“avian flu,” ignoring that in such a case resistant ones, with potentially valuable 
genetics protective against flu, are destroyed also. This is a stupid strategy, made 
necessary by extremely crowded factory-farm conditions and no provision for 
isolation.


Although Wyckoff might not have thought of these strategies as “animal welfare,” 
he was certainly in one of the best places in the country to make that connection: 
Dr. Leffingwell was widely recognized as a leader in the humane movement. This 
is an interesting tie-in with Aurora’s social history. 


Because of the chronological connection with McMurray Hatchery, I called to see 
if they had any record of an early purchase of the Wyckoff strain of White 
Leghorns. If I receive a reply, I will add it to the record. (Note that in the video, 
“Red Leghorns” are referenced, and note the pronunciation, “Leggern.”)
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