Historian’s Report, April 2026

Documentations: Continued documentation of specific works in the Wells College “Personal Property”
list, specifically bas-reliefs and sculptures by Erastus Dow Palmer.

Queries/Research: Query on where Prof. Walter Lowe lived, by a great grandchild who will soon be
visiting. The Lowes lived in the Benjamin Ledyard house, that we think of today as the Ayers’ house. The
correspondent shared some very interesting pictures of that house ca. 1900; example below.

Correspondence continues with a group in Virginia on organizing a festive public reading of the
Declaration of Independence.

Research on the travels of Moravian missionaries Cammerhof and Zeisberger resulted in a short piece
for the Village Newsletter.

Preservation and Landmarks: The summary piece on Historic Districts and Local Landmarks was
circulated to members of the Aurora Ledyard Historical Society.

Consulting: On preservation in practice, with consideration of the Sec. Interior's Standards, to a family
with a home in the Berkshires.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Schwab, PhD
Village Historian

Benjamin Ledyard house, home of the Lowe family ca. 1900; from Catherine Symchych




