Historian’s Report, July 2026

Public Celebrations: For the July 4 Reading of the Declaration of Independence at
Ledyard Town Hall and The Printer’s Apprentice (July 4 & 5) at The Press of Robert
LoMascolo, I provided planning, coordination, and transportation services.

For AuroraFest, July 11, updated the Patrick Tavern displays (see below) and
provided historic “filler” for the Master of Ceremonies, John miller, to use in parade
announcing as needed; see below.

Display: The display in Patrick Tavern, “Our Home: How We Saw It,” is planned as a
“progressive exhibit, with changing individual elements renewed approximately once
a month. The exhibit received its first planned update. On July 11. The "College
Home” corner now features the story of how the little early house now known as the
“Paul Jones House” was saved a century ago, and the map sequence that begins with
two images held by the Cayuga Museum now continues with maps of the Military
Tract up to 1795. Open every Tuesday, 4:30-6:00 p.m. and alternate Saturdays from
July 25; 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Queries: A query on the John Day family (storekeeper and family lived on Cherry
Ave). A query on the timeline of water plant history. A query on the chime of bells at
Wells College, made by Meneely of Troy NY. The history highlights on Patrick
Tavern for AuroraFest (see above) focused on Revolutionary War connections) in
honor of America’s 250th. A query on planning interpretive signage.

Village historic property: I installed handicapped parking signs next to the ramp (both
sides) at Patrick Tavern.

Publication in Press: Part 1 of ”Paine’s Creek: The Man Behind the Name,” covering
Edward Paine’s Revolutionary War service through his role with the Little Lessee
Company and arrival in Aurora, appeared in the recent issue of The Southern Cayuga
Tribune. The relevance of this project to the Gateway Park has been noted.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Schwab, PhD
Village Historian



